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Join us for Soup in Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, March 5 in Fellowship 
Hall. Ash Wednesday service to 
follow at 6:45 in the Chapel.

Midweek Manna will begin 
Wednesday, March 12 and 

continue each week through Lent. 
Please join us for Communion at 
6:00 p.m. in the Chapel. Dinner 

will follow in Fellowship Hall.

Bach’s Lunch Concert
First Presbyterian Church, Kilgore
Gala Strunk, organ 
and David Berryhill, piano
Friday, March 14 at 12:20 p.m.

Are you ready for Daylight Savings Time again? Well, ready or not, it is coming on Sunday, 
March 9. Every year we make the switch from regular time to daylight savings time and I always 
complain. I hate giving up that hour that we got back last fall. I must admit that I do enjoy the 
longer daylight in the evenings but I hate waking up in the dark in the morning and not having 
daylight until long past what I had become used to. I am a morning person and wake up early 
whether I want to or not because my biological clock is set for 5 a.m. or so and I cannot change 
it regardless of what I do. So, when the time “springs forward” as it does in March, who knows 
whether I will also sleep an hour more or if my body will continue to wake me up in the darkness 
and urge me to get some coffee quickly. Coffee is the best thing about waking up. It is often the 
reason why I wake up more cheerful than those who are night owls.

Lent will be nearly a week old when we begin DST. Ash Wednesday is on March 5 this year and it 
is a tradition in the Christian tradition to receive ashes on one’s forehead as a sign of repentance 
on that day. We begin Lent with that tradition to show that we are serious about our Lenten 
journey for this year. Lent lasts 40 days, not counting Sundays, and it is a time of reflection and 
renewal for our spirits as we become involved in the spiritual disciples of reading scripture, 
prayer, church attendance, and finding ways of ministry to others who may become part of our 
daily experience.

Giving up a certain food is something some consider during Lent but it is not mandatory. Some 
do it as a sign of penitence or devotion, as a way to test themselves even as Jesus was tested in 
the desert before he began his ministry. I used to give up desserts for the Lenten season but I eat 
them so rarely now that it is not much of a sacrifice. If you don’t miss that thing you are giving up, 
then it really has no meaning. That is the reason to give up something. If giving it up challenges 
you some way during Lent, then that challenge will speak to you in some way. Incidentally, since 
Sundays are not part of Lent, you can eat that chocolate cake on Sundays and you did not mess 
up.

Midweek Manna Services have been a tradition here for several years so on Wednesdays, 
beginning March 12 and continuing through April 9, we will gather in the Chapel at 6 pm and 
have a short devotional service with the serving of Holy Communion, followed by a dinner in 
the church fellowship hall. All are invited to be a part of these weekly events as they help us to 
find the fellowship in our Christian community that we need to discover meaning as we journey 
through Lent together.

The days will grow longer as we experience Lent and work our way toward Easter Sunday, April 
20 this year. We will find the joy of the resurrection in a new and meaningful way as we give of 
ourselves to God through our Lenten practices. Even if you have never taken part in Lent, this 
year may be the year to experiment and see what may happen in your life as you open yourself 
up to the Spirit at work in our lives.

Jerry



The Session held the Stated Meeting Wednesday February 19 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the church 
parlor. Ryan Griffin read scripture and gave a devotional.

Clerk’s report:
Communion was served February 2, 2025 in the sanctuary during worship. 
The Statistical Report was presented and approved. Thank you notes were 
read from Austin College, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Ever-
green Ministries, Camp Gilmont, Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services, 
and Schreiner University for the end of year benevolence they received.

Pastor’s report:
Jerry Carpenter reported on the pastoral visits and counseling for the month. 
He is preparing for the Lenten Season, and enjoying being our pastor.

C.E.-Missions:
Grace Notes choir will sing in worship on Palm Sunday, April 13.
VBS will be at our church June 16 – 20.
The Easter Egg Hunt will be Wednesday, April 16.
Mo-Ranch and Camp Gilmont opportunities have been given to parents of 
children and youth.
The Monthly Mission for March will be Rahab’s Retreat.

Property:
Regular and usual maintenance continues during Winter weather.
Risk Control Consultant of Guide One Insurance conducted a survey to 
identify insurance risk areas.
Upgrade/Repair recommendations were made regarding some electrical 
cords, fuse boxes, playground equipment and exit sign identification. All areas 
mentioned will be addressed.
Two areas in the gated garden need fill dirt attention. That will be addressed 
as well.
The office transitioned to Sparklight Internet this month.
Approved purchasing new head set microphones.

Worship-Fellowship:
Communion dates for 2025 were presented and approved by the Session.

Gala gave a music report: Reminded the committee of Bach’s Lunch to be 
held in the sanctuary Friday, March 14. She will play the organ and David 
Berryhill will play the piano.
The handbell choir will host its second annual concert May 4 at 4:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.
A catered dinner will follow.
Sophie Leppert will perform a violin recital in the chapel March 9 at 3:00 p.m..
Gala brought forth discussion involving a special church service for the 175 th 
church anniversary.
The committee will explore ideas.

Kenny Kirkpatrick for Special Services, will prepare soup for Ash Wednesday.

Midweek Manna plans were made. The committee will meet in April to plan 
future fellowship opportunities.

Old Business:
Mike Sechrist shared and reviewed the TPF financial investment statement 
with the Session members.

The Consent Agenda was approved, which consisted of the minutes, and the 
financial report for January.
Session members shared joys and concerns, and prayed together for those on 
the prayer list, and members of our congregation.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer.

Sarah Camp
Clerk



The Noon Circle will meet Tuesday, March 11, at 12:00 p.m. 
in the parlor for lunch.
The Night Circle will meet in the Parlor at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 12 following Midweek Manna.


